




















































“On 13 September 1987
scrap metal collectors stole a metal capsule from a teletherapy unit in an abandoned 
hospital in Goiânia, Brazil, and sold it to a scrapyard. The owner of the scrapyard, De-
vair Ferreira, said to puncture the capsule. Inside they found a blue-glowing powder. 
It was radioactive Caesium 137 chloride. Devair brought this powder to his house and 
invited neighbours, relatives and friends to look at the wonder. They took small rice-
sized grains in hands, rubbed on skin, shared with others, and as a result began to 
spread radioactive contamination. For more than two weeks, more and more people 
came into contact with the powdered Caesium chloride, and none of them knew about 
the danger. 

The widespread use of highly radioactive powder and its active contact with vari-
ous objects resulted in a large number of radiation-contaminated items that were later 
buried in the hilly area of one of the suburbs, in the so called shallow ground repository. 
People will be able to use this area again only in 300 years”. 

From Wikipedia

The “Lost” comic book was created by the Chornobyl Institute for Research and De-
velopment as part of the “STEP to Safety” radiation awareness and control campaign 
made possible by the US Department of State through agreements between the gov-
ernments of Ukraine and the United States on the elimination of nuclear weapons and 
disposal of hazardous radioactive waste. 

The introduction of the campaign was preceded by amendments to the legislation 
of Ukraine that release a person of criminal liability for voluntary notifying about ionizing 
radiation sources found. Legislation mitigation simplified the process of handing over 
IRS but did not intensify it much as the citizens of Ukraine were not informed about 
the dangers of possessing ionizing radiation sources and legislative changes. That is 
why the main goal of the “STEP to Safety” project is to inform citizens about the con-
sequences the possession of radioactive materials and IRS bears, teach simple and 
effective rules of conduct in case of contact or detection, form a proactive position to 
inform public authorities and emergency services about ionizing radiation sources. 

Only our joint efforts will we make the world safer and increase industrial radiation 
safety.

DONOR:

U.S. Department  
of State

2201 C Street 
NW, Washington, 
DC, 20520, USA

THROUGH:

Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory

1 Bethel Valley Rd, 
Oak Ridge, TN,  

37830, USA

BENEFICIARY:

State Agency of Ukraine 
on Exclusion Zone 

Management

Lesya Ukrainka Blvd, 26, 
Kyiv, 01133, Ukraine

IMPLEMENTER:

Chornobyl  
R&D Institute

Staronavodnytska Str., 
13, office 44, Kyiv,  

01015, Ukraine



RADIOISOTOPE THERMOELECTRIC GENERATOR

other devices that pose a threat

CAESIUM-137 AMPOULE

CAESIUM-137 GAMMA SOURCE UNIT

GAMMA-THERAPEUTIC DEVICE LUCh-1

X-RAY GENERATOR

SMOKE DETECTOR RID-1

DANGEROUS DEVICES *

*IN FACT, THERE ARE MUCH MORE DANGEROUS DEVICES!
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In case of detection or finding of items  

marked with radiation hazard sign

call immediately: 

101 State Emergency Service

102 Police

112 Universal emergency number 

or notify your local authority!


